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Dear SAFEF Members
We trust you are all keeping well during these unsettling times. One silver lining of COVID19 and its ensuing restrictions and precautionary measures is that many of us who may
have been reluctant to adopt new technologies in the past have very quickly jumped onto
the bandwagon and embraced the opportunities technology presents.
We are happy to announce that we had a very successful virtual Annual Trade Members’
Meeting on 02 October 2020, during which Mr Frank Tan, President of SAFEF’s
Management Committee, updated participants on SAFEF’s activities. In case you missed the
Meeting, we re-produce the Report here for your information.
SAFEF’S MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
We managed to organize 2 networking events before the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted
many of our plans.
(A)

Networking Events
1.

Our 2nd Townhall Meeting, jointly organised by
SAFEF and SFA, was held on 31 October 2019
and was attended by close to 80 farmers and
industry associates.
SFA gave presentations on updated regulatory
requirements relating to farm developments as well as the “30 by 30” goal.
The highlight of the Townhall Meeting was a Dialogue facilitated by SAFEF’s
Chairman Mr George Huang,
with Dr Amy Khor, then Senior
Minister of State for the
Environment and Water
Resources, Dr Koh Poh Koon,
then Senior Minister of State for
Trade and Industry, and SFA
CEO Mr Lim Kok Thai as panel
members.
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2.

Our Chinese New Year “Lo Hei” Lunch in January 2020 was attended by more
than 80 participants.
The event was once again graced by
SAFEF’s Patron, Dr Koh Poh Koon.

(B)

Workshops / Webinars
2 workshops were held in November 2019:

The Workplace Safety & Health Workshop
highlighted the legal requirements in the
Workplace Safety & Health Act.

The Workshop on Work Injury
Compensation and Group Hospitalisation &
Surgical Insurance reinforced the need and
options available for employers to take care
of their workers’ safety and health.

After the COVID-19 pandemic hit, we turned to virtual seminars to continue to give
you opportunities to keep yourselves updated on issues that affect you and solutions
that you could potentially take advantage of.
SAFEF’s Director, Mr Chew Chee Bin, was invited
by the Chartered Institute of Logistics &
Transport Singapore in July 2020 to be a panellist
at their Webinar on Food Supply Chain Security,
focussing on the “30 by 30” goal and its impact
on supply chain resilience.
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Together with the Sustainable
Energy Association of Singapore,
SAFEF co-organised the
Harnessing Clean Energy for
Farms Webinar in August 2020,
with a focus on solar energy and
other clean energy options.

Most recently, SAFEF was a Supporting Partner of the AgriFood Innovation Webinar
conducted from 22 – 24 September 2020.
This webinar featured more than 45 experts from Norway, Israel and Singapore who
shared the latest trends in agri-food innovation and discussed options to address
global challenges such as food security, nutrition and sustainable agriculture.
We encourage you to take advantage of such opportunities to keep yourselves
updated and abreast of trends and possibilities in the agro-food industry.

(C)

Promote Local Produce
Our outreach efforts to promote local produce to Singapore consumers included the
SG Farmers’ Market at Our Tampines Hub in January 2020. This was a pre-Chinese
New Year event which was also our biggest yet, with 26 farmers manning 31 stalls.

VIP visitors to the event included:
1. Mr Masagos Zulkifli, then Minister for the Environment and Water Resources, and
2. Mr Heng Swee Keat, Deputy Prime Minister of Singapore.
Page | 3

In response to feedback from visitors to the SG Farmers’ Market who wished for more
opportunities to buy local produce, SAFEF launched the e-SG Farmers’ Market via
Lazada Redmart at bit.ly/e-sgfm. Coincidentally, the launch was just ahead of the
COVID-19 Circuit Breaker and e-SG Farmers’ Market saw a spike in the volume of
orders for local produce.

In January when e-SG Farmers’ Market was launched, there was an average of 333
transactions per farmer per week. In June, the average number of transactions per
farmer per week climbed to 586, an impressive 78% increase.
We currently have 20 of SAFEF’s Trade Members on board e-SG Farmers’ Market. If
you are not already part of e-SG Farmers’ Market and would like to come on board,
please contact the SAFEF Secretariat.

However, driving sales of
local produce is only one
dimension of the effort to
promote local produce.
We need to raise
awareness and the
conscious decision to
choose local produce. It is
with this aim that we have launched a Blog Page on SAEFF’s Website at
www.safef.org.sg/blog in June 2020.
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Articles carried on this Blog Page so far include:

Features on
our local
farmers

Features on:
• Health benefits of locally-farmed
eggs, vegetables and fish
• How COVID-19 has impacted
Singapore’s food security
• How buying local produce supports
Singapore’s future
• Singapore farmers going high-tech
to boost Singapore’s food security

Recipes incorporating local
produce

With the launch of the Blog Page, SAFEF also embarked on a Social Media Campaign
at www.facebook.com/safef2017 and www.instagram.com/safef2017 targeted to
reach market segments that are more inclined towards local produce.
To help us have a better
understanding of how to
raise consumer demand for
local produce, the Ministry
of Sustainability and the
Environment, through SFA,
organised several Citizens’
Workgroup sessions to
brainstorm ideas of how to
do just that.
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SAFEF was represented on one of these sessions by Director Mr Dave Huang, who
shared insights on the challenges Singapore farmers face in marketing and trying to
increase sales of their produce.
3 of SAFEF’s Trade Members (ComCrop, N&N Agriculture and The Fish Farmer) were
also invited to be subject matter experts at this session.
There were about 50 persons in the Citizens’ Workgroup, and all of them were very
inspired after the session and many said that they would be consciously looking out
for local produce the next time they shopped.
Everyone went away with one very strong impression – much as we would like to
increase the supply of local produce, the economics wouldn’t make sense unless the
demand also increases in tandem.
Food & Hotel Asia, the largest B2B food show in
the region, was originally scheduled to take place
in April 2020. However, the disruptions brought
about by COVID-19 meant that this event has
been postponed to March 2021.

SAFEF has taken a 120 sqm pavilion and together with the 10 Trade Members who
have taken up booths in this pavilion, we are eagerly looking forward to this event in 5
months’ time.
These are some of the more visible activities that SAFEF has been involved in. But behind
the scenes, SAFEF has been engaging different parties, especially the government agencies,
to help mitigate the concerns that you have.

(D)

Voice of the Industry
The regular SFA-SAFEF Closed-Door Dialogues involving SFA’s top management,
including their CEO Mr Lim Kok Thai, cover wide-ranging issues some of which are
policy issues that cut across several government agencies, hence understandably take
longer to resolve.
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A few are highlighted here:
1.

SAFEF urged the authorities to come together to discuss the different
regulations that each agency had for farm development because, sometimes,
these regulations may appear to be in conflict with each other.
An interagency Regulations Workgroup was thus formed in 2019, co-chaired by
SMS Dr Koh Poh Koon and SMS Dr Amy Khor. SAFEF, being the voice of the
industry, made a presentation to representatives from around 10 agencies,
sharing some of the concerns that the industry had.
We are happy to share that as a result of the months of discussions, an Industry
Guide has since been developed.

2.

With the onset of COVID-19, work on farm developments has been deeply
impacted and delayed.
Once again, SAFEF made a representation to SFA and concessions have been
made on some issues while others are still pending further clarity on the
pandemic situation.
SAFEF and SFA’s joint statement on this had been sent to all SAFEF’s Members.

3.

After many rounds of discussion with SFA, we are happy to announce that SFA
has confirmed its continued support of SAFEF’s efforts to promote and advance
Singapore’s agro-food industry, and has approved SAFEF’s 3-year plan from
2020 to 2023.
Here is a snapshot of some of the plans that we have lined up:
i.

We will continue to promote local farm produce through SG Farmers’
Market and the e-SG Farmers’ Market. In addition, after deliberation by
the Management Committee, SAFEF will also explore the option of a
Virtual SG Farmers’ Market. More information on this will be shared with
you in due course.

ii.

We will work with SFA to encourage the adoption of the GAP standards
as a sign of quality farming.

iii.

We will also explore a framework for Trusted Suppliers for all
stakeholders along the fresh produce value chain.
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iv.

SFA is also in support of the Management Committee’s proposal to launch
an Agriculture Award with the aim of encouraging research and
development.

v.

We are also planning to provide advisory service to you by helping to link
you up with experts in various fields. Should you want to take advantage
of this Membership privilege, please contact the SAFEF Secretariat.

The industry’s voice is also heard through SAFEF as we are represented on and
provide inputs at various committees, including but not limited to:
a.
Industry Steering Committee, Circular Economy (Food) – NEA
b.
School Advisory Committee, School of Applied Science – Republic Polytechnic
c.
Earn & Learn Programme, Agriculture – Republic Polytechnic
d.
Board of Directors - Singapore Environment Council
e.
Food Manufacturers’ Business Cluster - SFA
f.
Technical Committee on Food Production – Standards Development
Organisation (SDO)
g.
Working Group on Aquaculture Practices & Management for Coastal Finfish
Farms – SDO
h.
Working Group on Clean & Green Standards for Urban Farms, Agriculture - SDO

(E)

Membership
SAFEF is very encouraged that since our Secretariat commenced operations in 2018,
our Membership has grown from 21 to the current 81 as at September 2020.
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We thank you for all your support in the past 2 years, and look forward to continued
collaboration to elevate Singapore’s agro-food industry.

SAFEF’s MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (October 2020 to September 2022)
We also thank our outgoing Management Committee who has faithfully served over the
past 2 years to provide advice and suggestions for the advancement of the agro-food
industry in Singapore. Their 2-year term has ended, and the new Management Committee
was elected at the Annual Trade Members’ Meeting.
We congratulate the following who have been elected by their fellow Members to
represent the industry on the new Management Committee from October 2020 to
September 2022:
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We also want to say a huge “Thank You” to Mr Frank Tan who has served as President of
the Management Committee for the past 2 years. He has very generously given his time,
rallying the industry and helping us get to where we are since SAFEF’s inception in October
2017. Frank says: “I remember and respect the great foresight of our Patron Dr Koh Poh
Koon – then Senior Minister of State for Trade and Industry, and currently Senior Minister
of State for Health - who encouraged and supported the formation of SAFEF, and who
continues to support all our initiatives. It has also been a great privilege to be guided by our
Chairman, Mr George Huang, from whom I have learnt a lot. As I hand over the Presidency
of the Management Committee to Mr Chew, I thank all of you who have trusted us and
come on board even as we started from a zero base. I look forward to continuing our close
relationship as we progress onto the very exciting era of high-tech farming.”
Mr Chew Chee Bin, who was the Vice-President of the first term’s Management Committee,
will take over from Frank as President from October 2020 to September 2022. With his vast
and in-depth knowledge of the industry, particularly in the development of infrastructure,
we are thankful to Mr Chew for agreeing to lead us into the next phase of growth. When
appointed President of the Management Committee, Mr Chew said: “I am honoured to take
over the baton from Frank as President of SAFEF’s Management Committee. Frank has
done an excellent job in pulling together the industry in the first couple of years of SAFEF,
and I am happy to note that SAFEF is now a recognised voice of the industry. SFA has just
announced the proposed Masterplan for the Lim Chu Kang agri-food cluster which will be
developed in consultation with stakeholders. I am very excited about this and look forward
to being actively involved in this consultation process, lending voice to the industry and
bringing into focus the industry’s suggestions and concerns. This, of course, can only be
done with the strong commitment and active participation of the entire Management
Committee that represents the different sectors of the industry, and I thank all SAFEF
Members in advance as we work together towards the 30 by 30 goal.”
As President of SAFEF’s Management Committee, Mr Chew has committed to being
available to you. Other than being able to reach him via telephone or email, Mr Chew will
also be at the SAFEF office every Monday from 3pm – 5.30pm. Please let the SAFEF
Secretariat know if you wish to contact Mr Chew.

UPDATES FROM SFA
After our Annual Trade Members’ Meeting, we received some updates from SFA which we
would like to share with you:
1.

Award of 30 x 30 Express Open Grant
On 9 September 2020, SFA announced the award of S$39.4 million of funding under
the “30x30 Express” open grant to nine companies, as part of efforts to support the
growth of local agri-food enterprises and accelerate the ramp up in local food
production over the next six to 24 months. Information on “30x30 Express” open
grant could be found at https://www.sfa.gov.sg/docs/default-source/defaultdocument-library/sfa-media-release---award-of-30x30-express-grant-call.pdf.
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This grant willl accelerate our efforts to meet our “30 by 30” goal, which is to meet 30
percent of our nutritional needs with food produced locally by 2030. The awarded
companies will be able to tap on the grant to defray upfront costs to accelerate their
farms’ expansion in production capacity. This will go towards strengthening
Singapore’s food security, especially in light of the current COVID-19 situation which
has underscored the importance of local food production in reducing our reliance on
imports and provide a buffer against supply disruptions.
Farms are also able to tap on SFA’s existing Agriculture Productivity Fund (APF), which
aims to support farms to modernise and harness innovative, sustainable technologies
and advanced farming systems as well as co-fund test-bedding of technologies.
Information on SFA’s APF could be found at https://www.sfa.gov.sg/foodfarming/funding-schemes/agriculture-productivity-food.

2.

Tranche 6 of Agriculture Land Tenders
SFA launched tenders for two land parcels for food farming at Lim Chu Kang and
Sungei Tengah on 15 September 2020. These comprise one land parcel for general
agriculture (food) farming, and one land parcel for vegetable farming. This is our sixth
tranche of farmland release since 2017.
With around 1% of land set aside for agricultural food production, our farms have to
make efficient use of scarce resources such as land, water and energy, and leverage
technology to increase productivity and be sustainable and resilient against climate
change. Proposals will be assessed on their production capability, track record,
relevant experience and qualifications as well as innovation and business
sustainability including waste management.
Moving forward, SFA will be embarking on a holistic exercise to master plan the Lim
Chu Kang area to create a high-tech, highly productive and resource-efficient agrifood cluster. SFA aims to create a vibrant and attractive agri-food cluster where global
best-in-class agri-food companies, the next generation of agri-tech workers, and
visitors will be excited to work in and visit. SFA will work with farmers and other
stakeholders to co-create an exciting vision for Lim Chu Kang.
The Tranche 6 land tender will close at 12 noon on 1 December 2020. Further details
on the tender can be found on SFA’s website at www.sfa.gov.sg/landsales.
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3.

SFA’s #fromSGtoSG campaign is launched!
On 27 August 2020, SFA launched its #fromSGtoSG campaign to drive awareness of
the freshness and quality of local produce and to increase demand. The campaign
aims to highlight the shorter delivery time from local farms to retail stores or dining
table, thus allowing local produce to reach consumers faster and fresher. The
campaign also promotes the benefit of consumers making environmentally
sustainable choices by buying local produce.
The integrated marketing campaign includes a dedicated microsite at
https://www.sfa.gov.sg/fromSGtoSG, a series of digital videos and out-of-home
advertising. SFA intends for this campaign to evoke top-of-mind awareness of key
local produce items, introduce consumers to Singapore farms and farmers, and
motivate them to choose local produce.
The new SG Fresh Produce (SGFP) logo is also featured as a Call-to-Action for
consumers to look out for in identifying local produce. The SGFP logo was unveiled by
SFA in February this year. Since then, SFA has been collaborating with SAFEF, local
producers and retailers to carry the logo on local produce packaging and marketing
collaterals. To-date, over 30 local producers have applied to use the SGFP logo.
Application for usage of the SGFP logo can be done online via
https://go.gov.sg/applysgfp. Interested local producers may also reach out to the SFA
team at Zoe_XU@sfa.gov.sg or Joanna_YEO@sfa.gov.sg for further assistance.
We encourage all local producers to use the SGFP logo to promote your locally grown
produce. Collectively, we can make an impact in the minds of consumers and nudge
them to choose local!

4.

Facilitating Job Opportunities in the Agri-food Sector
SFA has been working with government agencies, Institutes of Higher Learning and
the industry to build competency within the agri-food workforce, and to offer exciting
career opportunities in Singapore’s agri-food sector.
Workforce Singapore (WSG)’s MyCareersFuture.sg (MCF) is a career matching
platform that matches job seekers to employers. MCF’s Job-to-Skills job matching
technology is able to provide employers with a suggested list of candidates who have
relevant skills that matches the employers' job requirements. We would like to
encourage Members to utilise the MCF to post your company’s job vacancies there.
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5.

Launch of Industry Guide
Enterprise Singapore (ESG) and the Singapore Food Agency (SFA) have launched an
Industry Guide on 9 Oct 2020 to provide companies in the farming industry with one
consolidated knowledge resource. This is part of continued efforts by the Regulations
Workgroup (RWG), established by ESG and SFA in 2019 to drive inter-agency efforts to
proactively review and update regulations that impact farm developments.
This guide was developed in consultation with various industry players, including
SAFEF. The aim of the guide is to provide greater clarity on the various regulatory
approvals involved to facilitate the set-up of land-based farms in Singapore. The guide
is available online at https://www.sfa.gov.sg/docs/default-source/food-farming/sfafarming-guide_fa-spread-high-res.pdf.

With best regards, take care and stay safe.
SAFEF Secretariat
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