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Dear SAFEF Members 
 
We trust you are all keeping safe and well. 

 

It has been two years of straddling between good news and not-so-good news, and it 
appeared that each step forward was followed by two steps back.  Finally, we have received 
the good news that COVID-19 restrictions are being eased and there is light at the end of 
the tunnel.  In anticipation of better times ahead, SAFEF has already begun to plan for some 
of the events that we have had to put on hold.  We are very excited with these possibilities 
and we will keep you posted as we progress. 
 
Meanwhile, here’s a quick update of what we’ve been doing. 

 
 
1. LIM CHU KANG (LCK) MASTERPLAN STAKEHOLDERS’ ENGAGEMENT (SEP-OCT 2021) 

 

To strengthen Singapore’s food security, SFA had embarked on a holistic exercise to 
master plan the Lim Chu Kang area into a high-tech agri-food zone that can raise food 
production in a sustainable and resource-efficient manner. 

 

To this end, SFA invited industry representatives and members of the public to join 
them in co-creating a vision for Lim Chu Kang. 

 
There were 3 phases in the Stakeholders’ Engagement sessions and SAFEF Secretariat 
as well as several of SAFEF’s Members participated very actively in these engagement 
sessions. 
 
In the final phase, selected participants were invited to work in five dedicated groups 
to deepen their ideas and develop solutions through four rigorous physical and virtual 
sessions of problem framing, envisioning, testing and prototyping on the 4 ‘Es’ – 
Environment, Experience, Engagement and Economics. Collectively, these four ‘Es’ 

make up a fifth ‘E’ – the Lim Chu Kang Ecosystem. 
 
All the hard work and views of the stakeholders are summarized in the Stakeholder 
Engagement Report for the Lim Chu Kang Master Plan. 
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https://www.ourfoodfuture.gov.sg/master-planning-lck/engagement
https://www.ourfoodfuture.gov.sg/files/SFA%20-%20Final%20Report%20-%2015%20Mar%20v0.9.pdf
https://www.ourfoodfuture.gov.sg/files/SFA%20-%20Final%20Report%20-%2015%20Mar%20v0.9.pdf
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So what’s next for the Lim Chu Kang Master Plan?  SFA has commenced its tender 
process to engage a suitable consultant to undertake the work of the Master Plan, with 
the target of the detailed Master Plan being completed some time in 2023. 
 

(Source:  https://www.ourfoodfuture.gov.sg/master-planning-lck/consultancytender) 

 
 
 

2. TECHNOLOGY SOURCING MISSIONS TO USA & ISRAEL (26 OCT 2021) 

 
USA 
SAFEF, Enterprise Singapore and Republic Polytechnic jointly organised SAFEF’s first-ever 
virtual technology sourcing mission, giving SAFEF Members the opportunity to be connected 
with solution providers from USA on 26 October 2021. 
 
Conducted virtually on Zoom, the Mission featured presentations on agritech solutions from 5 
US solution providers: Agnetix, Agritecture, Green Automation, Heilux and Vindara. 
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Participants learnt how these solutions can help them to adopt automation, energy efficient 
alternative light sources and cooling systems, plant growth methods for higher yield, and 
explore new plant varieties for indoor/vertical farming. 

 

ISRAEL 
Following SAFEF’s first-ever Virtual Agritech Sourcing Mission to USA, SAFEF, together with 
Enterprise Singapore and Republic Polytechnic, co-organised a 2nd Virtual Agritech Sourcing 
Mission on the afternoon of 26 October 2021, this time to Israel to provide SAFEF Members 
with the opportunity to be connected with solution providers from Israel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conducted virtually on Zoom, the Mission introduced Singapore growers to The Federation of 
Israeli Chambers of Commerce (לשכת המסחר) and 5 Israeli agritech solution providers: 
Agridera, Argos, BreedX, Hazera, Vertical Field Ltd. 
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With a focus on indoor vertical and greenhouse farming, the Mission featured presentations  
on new and high value plant varieties optimised for indoor/vertical farming, and plant growth 
methods for higher yield.  
 
These missions were each attended by around 60 participants of which close to 35% were 
from SAFEF’s farming community.  

 

 

3. AGRI-FOOD CLUSTER TRANSFORMATION (ACT) FUND BRIEFING (11 NOV 2021) 

 
SAFEF invited Singapore Food Agency to give a briefing on the Agri-Food Cluster 
Transformation (ACT) Fund on 11 November 2021. 

Attended by 25 participants from 22 companies via Zoom, participants learnt what the ACT 
Fund covers, eligibility for fund support, how to apply for the grant via the Business Grants 
Portal (BGP), and the related timelines for the Capability Upgrading (CU), Innovation & Test-
bedding (I&T) and Technology Upscaling (TU) components of the Fund.  Farms looking to 
upgrade capabilities, conduct R&D and/or invest in new infrastructure learnt that they could 
potentially benefit from funding grants of close to $7 million. 

A poll of the participants conducted at the close of the event drew a higher than 90% 
response rate with all respondents agreeing that they found the briefing useful. 

 

4. TECHNOLOGY MATCHING WEBINAR - SPTEL (2 Dec 2021) 

 
SAFEF organised a Webinar on “Smart Farming – From 
Dream to Reality” on 2 December 2021.  Presented by 
one of SAFEF’s Associate Members, the webinar 
provided SAFEF’s Members with the opportunity to 
gain insights on how they can leverage technology to 
turn their farms into unmanned, smart, self-regulating 
farms with sensors and Internet of Things (IoT).  
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Participants learnt how IoT can help address some of the issues farms may be facing; heard 
first-hand from a smart urban farm about how IoT and automation have benefitted its farm 
and reduced its reliance on manpower; and witnessed a live demonstration of how SPTel’s 
IOT-as-a-Service solution can work with a hydroponics set-up. 

 
The Webinar was attended by 24 participants from 16 companies. 

 

 

5. SAFEF’S ANNUAL TRADE MEMBERS’ MEETING (7 DEC 2021) 

 

We were looking forward to a gathering of our Members at our Annual Trade Members’ 
Meeting cum Anniversary Dinner.  Unfortunately, the COVID situation prevented this, but we 
had the great privilege and honour of having Minister of State for Sustainability and the 
Environment, Mr Desmond Tan, grace our on-line event as our Guest of Honour on 7 
December 2021. 
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Members were updated on SAFEF’s past year’s activities which included Virtual SG Farmers’ 
Markets to promote local produce; webinars and workshops to facilitate capability building 
and technology matching; as well as participation in numerous external work groups, focus 
groups and committees to contribute feedback and advice on a wide range of industry-
related issues. 

SAFEF also announced its upcoming initiatives. These include embarking on a nutritional or 
contaminant study of local produce vs imported produce; engaging local produce supporters 
to be advocates of local produce; and providing pro bono advisory service to Members. 

 

We thank MOS Mr Desmond Tan for 
delivering the Keynote Address, and 
graciously answering so many of the 
industry’s burning questions during the 
Q&A Session. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6. CELEBRATE CHINESE NEW YEAR WITH E-SG FARMERS’ MARKET (26 JAN – 1 FEB 2022) 
 

 
To usher in the Year of the Tiger, SAFEF organised a pre-CNY promotion on e-SGFM, 
featuring 23 farms.  Promotions included: 

• Discounts of up to 30% on the produce on e-SGFM; 

• $8 off with minimum spend of $28* with Promo Code: SGFM8OFF; 

• Top Spender Rewards worth a total of over $2,000 to the Top 3 Spenders. 
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7. BUSINESS & WORKFORCE TRANSFORMATION FOR THE AGRO-FOOD INDUSTRY 

 
To help our farmers transform their businesses for long-term growth, SAFEF and NTUC 
Training & Transformation co-organised a Workshop on Business & Workforce 
Transformation for the Agro-Food Industry. 

 

  

 

Held on 4 March 2022 at Sprout Hub with safe management measures in place, participants 
learnt how a catering company diversified to urban farming to create new revenue streams, 
how future industry trends could impact agro-food businesses, how companies can embark 
on a fully-subsidised Operation & Technology Roadmap to kick-start their business 
transformation journey, and how they can tap on NTUC’s suite of resources for their business 
and workplace needs.  
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Participants also had a first-hand look at the innovative use of space at Sprout Hub and 
Singrow’s indoor strawberry farm during the guided tour by City Sprouts.  

The event was attended by 35 participants from 18 organisations. A poll conducted at the 
event showed that 70% of the respondents rated the usefulness and relevance of the 
information, tools and resources presented as “Good” or “Excellent”.  

 

8. LoveSGMums – CELEBRATE MOTHERHOOD WITH E-SG FARMERS’ MARKET 

(18 MAR – 17 JUN 2022) 

 
One of the ideas that arose from the Citizens’ Workgroups to Increase the Demand for Local 
Produce has come to fruition.  LoveSGMums Meal was launched at Thomson Medical Centre 
(TMC) on 18 March 2022 by Minister for Sustainability and the Environment Ms Grace Fu. 

 
In support of LoveSGMums, SAFEF is presenting new TMC mothers with a special 
promotion on fresh and nutritious produce from our local farms: Get $5 off with 
minimum spend of $25* at e-SG Farmers’ Market on RedMart. 

https://safef.org.sg/blog/citizens-idea-to-serve-maternity-mums-local-produce-becomes-reality-at-thomson-medical-centre/
https://bit.ly/e-sgfm
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9. ADVISORY SERVICE FOR SAFEF MEMBERS 
 

SAFEF is constantly reviewing its services to its Members and we are happy to announce that 
SAFEF has established an Advisory Service to assist its Trade Members. 
 
Singapore Agro-Food Enterprises Federation Limited (SAFEF) is in a position to reach out to 
professionals in various fields who can offer advice to SAFEF’s Business Members.  The 
Advisory Service covers (but is not limited to) New Farm Development, Legal Issues, Financial 
Issues, Branding & Marketing, Research & Development, Manpower, Training and 
Technology. 
 
If you would like us to help you with a first-level consultation, please download and fill in the 
Advisory Service Request Form and send it to us at secretariat@safef.org.sg. 
 
Upon receipt of your request form, SAFEF may contact you to get more details which will help 
us to seek an appropriate Advisor for you. 
 
Alternatively, you may contact Mr Kwek Eng Chong at telephone number 9127 3078 or email 
engchong@safef.org.sg for assistance. 
 
We hope this service will be beneficial to our members. 
 

 
We are keeping a close watch on the prescribed as well as recommended COVID-19 safe 
management measures even as restrictions are being eased, and we look forward to the 
day that we can once again enjoy the privilege of coming together at physical events. 

 

Meanwhile, take care, stay safe and healthy! 

SAFEF Secretariat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Singapore Agro-Food Enterprises Federation Limited, 2985 Jalan Bukit Merah, #01-01D SMF Building, Singapore 159457 

6826 0960 |  secretariat@safef.org.sg |  www.safef.org. 

https://safef.org.sg/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/SAFEF-Advisory-Service-Form-2022.pdf
mailto:secretariat@safef.org.sg
mailto:engchong@safef.org.sg
mailto:secretariat@safef.org.sg
http://www.safef.org/

